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In the first decade of this century there was tlie literary
controversy as regards the kind of Telugu language that siruld
be encouraged as medium of writing. There were two prominent
groups; ooe said that the spoken language should be unties ta-
tingly used. It is the natural spoken language t>at can be
followed by ail and that alone seems reght la the changing
democratic world. Whereas the other group felt [hat the "Gran-
dhika," the bookish style ought to be used for it is d.ffcrent
from the common spoken language which would kill the grand
siyle of the language and ultimately Telugu literature. In this
controversy Chilafcamarti supported the "Grtcchika" the
bookish style.

Since his f-.-.rty - second year Chilakarnani's eye had been

failing and finally he became blind. In spite of this very great
handicap he was able to tore out so much literary work that
one cannot but marvel at his achievement.

Chiiakamarti was not without patriot'c feeling,.     He may

not have written much ia this direction bet what little he wrote
was full cf feeling and very impressive,

Chiiakamarti identified himself with some of the national
causes and did a good deal for the depressed classes. He opened
a school for the Barijan and scheduled castes and he was devo-
ting some of his precious time to the cause, Oaee when the
Annual Congress Committee meeting was held at Madras there
was a Depressed Classes Convention too where every ooe who
was doing welfare work was giving an accoont of the work done
in this regard. Our authour was also requested 1.0 relate Ms
experience, He made an eloquent speech in English fur an hour
and concluded humbly that due to his bliness, he was able to do
only that much. Ganesh Chandravarkar who was presiding
over the meeting got up- quickly to embrace him and said
that the truth was, he was not blind, but it was they who were
really blind.